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BRADFORD  ON  AVON  UltBAI^  DISHiIGT  COUNCIL- 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OP  TflB  IvIEDIGAL*OIFICER  OP  HEALTH 


AND  THE  PUBHEC  HiA.ITH  irSPLGTCR. 
FOR  THE  HEAR  1957, 


m CHAIRIvAN,  LADIES  & GENTLEMEN, 

I beg  to  present  the  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1957* 


GEl^EPLiL  PROVISION  OP  PUBLIC  HEALTH  SERVICES. 

Staff. 

1 , Medical  Officer  of  Health, 

Jean  Iviurray,  M.B.,  Gh.B.,  D.P.H.,  (who  is  also  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  to  Trowbridge  Urban  District  Council  and  Assistant 
County  Medical  Officer). 


Doiaglas  G,  Masling,  Cert,  S.I.E.J.B.,  Inspector  of  Meat  and 
Other  Poods, 

In  addittion  to  ids  normal  duties,  the ‘Public  Health  Inspector 
acts  as  Housing  Officer  an'...  also  assists  to  some  extent  in  the 
department  of  the  Council's  Engineer  d Surveyor, 


One  Clerk/typist,  v/ho  is  employed  by  the  Trowbridge  U.D.C.,  and  vdio 
affords  part  time  clerical  assistance  to  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health,  Fart  time  clerical  assistance  given  to  the  Public  Health 
Inspector  by  staff  of  Engineer  8z  Surveyor,  One  part-time  Rodent 
Operator, 


(a) 

(b) 

(c) 


COIPdTTEES  DEALING 
General  Purposes  Comi.ittee, , , , , , , 

Housing  Coriiirdttee, 

Waterworks  Committee, 


i.ITH  PUBLIC  ERALTH  liATTEiB. 

Chairman,  Cllr,  C.H.S,  Bowyer, 

. . . , * , .Chairman,  Cllr,  W,  Eacott, 
Chairman,  Cllr,  H.G,  Baker, 


SOCIAL  CONDITION  OP  THE  AREA, 


The  kiajority  of  the  working  population  of  the  old  Saxon  to^/vn  of  Bradford 
on  Avon  is  absorbed  in  the  local  industry  consisting  chiefly  of  the  manufacture  of 
rubber  articles  and  equipment,  some  light  engineering,  horticulture  and  agriculture. 
Other  residents  follow  occupations,  mainly  in  engineering,  in  adjoining  districts, 

STATISTICS. 


Area  2,005  area. 

Population ,5, 6^0 

Rateable  value .£^-8,  51 6 

Sum  represented  by  Penny  Rate  .£l 90,  7 * ‘Id* 
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VITAL  STATISTICS 


Papulation  . , . . o . . 6^0. 


M. 

F. 

Total 

1956. 

Live  Births  : Legitimate  , , , 

34 

51 

85 

73 

Illegitimate  , , , 

Total  , , , 

21 

Still  Birtlis : Legitimate  , , , 

0 

1 

1 

2 

Illegitimate  . . , 

_0 

_0 

Total  , , , 

0 

1 

1 

2 

Deatlis  from  all  causes  ,,, 

21 

^8 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year: 

Legitimate  , , , 

1 

2 

3 

0 

Illegitimate  , , , 

_0 

_0 

Total  . . , 

1 

2 

3 

0 

Deaths  of  infants  under  4 v/eeks 

JL 

_2 

Comparison  1 

Crude  Live  Birth  rate  15*42 

per  1 , 000 

of  population. 

13.4 

Corrected  Birth  rate  16,19 

It  ti 

It  II 

14*2 

(Comparability  factor 

1.05). 

Still  ’birth  rate  ,18  per  1,000  of  population,  ,36 


Crude  death  rate 
(All  causes). 

8,51  per  1,000  of  population. 

7.14 

Corrected  death  rate 

(Con^ai’ability 

7*83  per  1,000  of  population, 
factor  0,85). 

6,56 

Infants  under  1 year 

34*5  per  1,000  live  births. 

Nil, 

Death  ra.te  of  infants 

under'  4 v/eeks 

34 . 5 per  1 , OOC  live  births , 

Nil, 

Notes  on  Vital  Statistics  : 


Population  as  given  by  Registrar  General  for  1957*  5^0 


Compare  with  Population  for  19^6, 


5600 


Birth  rate:  13»‘4-2  per  1,000  of  population  (Cora-ected  by  con^arability  figure 
to  16,19)  - higher  than  that  of  1955» 

Death  rate:  8,51  pe^  1,000  of  popxalation  (Conected  by  comparability  figure 

to  is  higher  than  last  year  which  v/as  very  lov/  (7«15  corrected 

to  6,56)  but  is  still  low. 
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AN/iLISIS  OF  DjJlTI-K  FROM  hLL  CAUSES. 
(Uith  comparison  for  previous  tv/o  years). 


Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System. 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis. 

Syplriilitic  Diseases. 

Diptherda, 

\^Tio oping  cough. 

Meningococcal  Infections . 

Acute  Poliomyelitis, 

Measles. 

Other  infective  and  Parasitic  Diseases, 
Malignant  Neoplasms,  Stomach, 
iialignant  Neoplasms,  Lung,  Bronchus. 
Malignant  Neoplasms,  Breast, 

L'ialignant  Neoplasms,  Uterus, 

Other  lilalignant  and  lymphatic  Neoplasms,  1 
Leucaemia,  Alexikaemia. 

Diabetes . 

Vasciilar  Lesions  of  the  Nei'vous  System, 
Coronary  Diseases,  Angina, 

Hypertension  with  Heart  Disease, 

Other  Heart  Diseases, 

Other  Circulatory  Diseases. 

Influenza. 

Pneumonia. 

Bronchitis . 

Other  diseases  of  Respiratory  System, 
Ulcer  of  Stomach  or  Duodenum, 

Gastritis,  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea, 
Nephritis  and  Nephrosis, 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostate. 

Pregnancy,  Childbirth,  Abortion, 
Congenital  iialformations. 

Other  defined  and  Ill-defined  Diseases. 
Motor  vehicle  accidents. 

All  other  accidents. 

Suicide, 

Homicide  and  Operations  of  ¥ar, 

TOTALS . 


H. 

1955 

I'. 

Total. 

M. 

1956 

F. 

Total. 

M. 

1957 

F, 

Total, 

1 

1 

•• 

— 

•• 

— 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

2 

- 

2 

2 

- 

2 

2 

- 

2 

- 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

3 

3 

— 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

,1 

3 

4 

2 

3 

5 

1 

2 

3 

- 

- 

— 

1 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

>- 

- 

- 

— 

1 

1 

- 

1 

1 

1 

2 

3 

3 

1 

4 

2 

4 

6 

6 

5 

11 

5 

2 

7 

4 

2 

6 

- 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

- 

— 

— 

5 

10 

15 

2 

5 

7 

6 

6 

12 

3 

- 

3 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

2 

- 

2 

1 

1 

2 

2 

- 

2 

1 

- 

1 

- 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

- 

2 

- 

- 

- 

— 

- 

— 

- 

1 

1 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

- 

- 

— 

- 

- 

— 

2 

- 

2 

mm 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

3 

4 

1 

- 

1 

4 

2 

6 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

- 

= 

■- 

1 

1 

1 

1 

^2 

29 

51 

25 

15 

40 

23 

25 

48 

INFECTIOUS  DiSE/iSES. 


Age  Group, 

Scarlet 

Fever, 

U'hooping 

Cough. 

Acute  Poliomyelitis. 
Paralytic.  Non-Para. 

Meeisles . 

Acute 

Pneumonia, 

Erysipelas, 

LI 

F 

M 

P 

M 

F 

M 

P 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

P 

Under  1 yr. 

- 

- 

2 

- 

— 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 year. 

- 

- 

2 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

5 

3 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 years. 

- 

- 

4 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

3 years. 

- 

- 

2 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

3 

- 

- 

- 

- 

4 years. 

- 

- 

1 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

5 

- 

- 

- 

- 

5-9  years. 

- 

- 

14 

11 

- 

- 

- 

- 

12 

17 

- 

- 

- 

- 

10-14  years. 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

3 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

15''25  years. 

1 

25  and  over. 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

- 

- 

Age  unknown. 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

— 

— 

TOTil, 

- 

1 

25 

18 

- 

- 

- 

- 

"23' 

30 

- 

1 

- 

1 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  , , , . 
Pood  Poisoning 
OphthaJxda  Neonatorum 
Resp,  Tuberculosis  . . 
Non-Resp,  Tuberciilosis 


33 

1 

1 

2 

2 
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GEIlLlltiL  HuOTISION  OS’  HEALTH  SUiVIOES  IN  THE  AELA 


Laboratojry 

The  i'ublic  Health  Jjaboratory  at  the  iVianor  Hospital,  Coombe  Park,  Bath, 
carries  out  all  bacteriological  exai»iLnation  of  lailk,  ice  cream  and  other  foods. 

Messrs,  Waterfall  & O'Brien  of'  Queen's  Square,  Bristol,  act  as  Consulting  Analysts 
to  the  Council, 

Hospital  Facilities , 

These  are  the  responsibility  of  the  South  Western  Regional  Hospital  Board, 

The  Bradford  on  Avon  District  Hospital  continues  to  be  available  for  general 
cases  whilst  many  of  the  residents  can,  and  do,  avail  themselves  of  hospital  facilities 
in  Bath, 

The  Benefield  l/Iaternity  Hospital,  Bradford  on  Avon,  is  used  both  for  local 
cases  and  cases  from  the  Ifest  Wilts  Hospital  Management  Committee's  area. 

Infectious  Des eases. 

Owing  to  the  steadily  decreasing  numbers  of  infectious  cases  requiring 
admission  to  Isolation  beds,  the  hospital  once  knov/n  as  the  Trowbridge  and  District 
Isolation  Hospital  is  now,  under  it's  modern  name  of  St.  John's  Hospital,  Trov/bridge, 
used  almost  entii'ely  as  a Hospital  for  older  patients  both  men  and  women.  There  is 
an  understanding,  hov/ever,  that  under  certain  conditions  cases  requiring  isolation 
will  still  be  admitted, 

Claverton  Hospital,  Bath,  is  the  main  Hospital  for  infectious  des eases  for  a 
va.de  area  and  all  serious  ones,  Polioniyelitis  fox'  example,  are  admitted  directly  there. 

Other  Facilities, 

1,  Home  Helps.  The  County  Council  Home  Help  service  gives  great  assistance  in 

cases  of  acute  illness  ajcid  even  more  in  giving  assistance  in  the 
homes  of  aged  persons, 

2,  Nursing  in  the  Home,  One  midwife  and  one  nurse  are  available  for  the  nursing  of 

expectant  mothers  and  the  sick  in  the  home, 

3,  In  addition  to  the  above,  the  'Wilts  County  Council  also  provide  for  the  following 

services  in  the  area;- 


Mental  Health, 

Services  undei  Part  III  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act 
for  the  prevention  of  illness,  care  and  after  care, 
health  education. 

Ambulances  and  Ambulance  cars. 

Health  Visiting, 

Child  V/elfare, 

Vaccination  and  Immunisation, 

MTIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACTS,  1948  and  1951. 

No  action  had  to  be  taken  under  Section  47  during  the  year.  TMs  is,  undoubtedly 
due  to  tlxree  factors  which,  together  or  separately,  prevent  many  of  our  older  popu- 
lation from  going  dovmhill  so  fast  that  they  need  to  be  found  care  and  protection  in 
a hospital  or  home. 

The  first  is  undoubtedly  the  older  generation's  toughness  and  fibre  - of  mind 
and  body.  We  have  a large  proportion  of  older  age  groups  than  some  tovms  and  many  of 
them  are  entirely  capable  of  looking  after  themselves,  Etna  sometimes  eanh  other,  to 
advanced  ages. 

The  second  is  that  there  are  still  many  younger  people  v/ho  are  willing  and  able 
to  look  after  the  older  members  of  their  families, 
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But  for  those  older  persons  vdio  have  no  family  to  help  them,  or  whose  younger 
members  arc  willing  but  not  able  because  of  other  considerations,  to  give  the  necessary 
care,  the  Coionty  Gomicil  Home  Help  service  is  j_'^oving  each  year  to  be  of  greater  and 
greater  value.  As  so  many  of  the  recipients  of  such  help  are  pensioners  and  therefore, 
unable  to  contribute  to  the  cost  and  many  more  can  only  pay  a proportion  of  such  cost, 
it  must  be  realised  that  as  more  and  more  people  live  to  older  ages,  more  and  more  of 
the  cost  must  fall  on  the  ratepayers. 

It  is  obvious  to  me  (l  am  rapidly  getting  to  the  stage  of  realising  for  myself 
the  following  axiom)  that  everyone  must  prepare  for  the  changes  that  occur  in  one's 
approach  to  other  people  and  to  one's  way  of  life  as  age  increases.  Too  much  stress 
is  being  laid  on  the  lonelines  of  old  pe  ople  ajid  not  .encjugh  ^n  the  necessity  for  eoch 
person  to  v/ork  out  a line  of  life  that  will  prevent  such  a state  of  loneliness  occurring 
i.e,,  by  finding  out  for  oneself  v/here,  when  and  hov/  to  get  assistance  - physical  and 
mental  - and  above  all  by  not  being  too  proud  to  accept  it  v/hen  it  proves  necessary, 

Tlris  finding  out  liiust  be  done  early,  in  fact,  from  middle  age  onwards,  each  of  us 
should  have  it  in  the  back  of  our  minds, 

IKPHCTIOUS  DISEASES. 

The  change  in  the  pattern  of  notifiable  infectious  diseases  that  has  been 
refeiTTed  to  in  the  Hospital  section  becomes  more  and  more  marked  every  year  - one 
case  of  scarlet  fever  - minor  outbreaks  of  measles  and  whooping  cough  - no  diptheria  - 
one  pneiamonia  - and  a complete  absence  of  Poliomyelitis  - add  up  to  a year  of  small 
incidence  of  illness  for  the  sufferers  and  of  much  less  strain  for  relatives. 

In  the  rush  to  accept  immunisation  for  Polionyelitis  it  is  clear  that  many 
Parents  ane  forgetting  their  duty  to  keep  Diptheria  at  bay.  The  acceptance  figures 
for  Diptheria  immunisation  are  dropping  steadily,  as  are  those  for  vaccination  against 
Smallpox, 

The  efforts  of  Family  Doctors,  MedicaJ.  Officers  of  Health  and  Hualth  Visitors 
are  all  in  vain  if  public  opinion  does  not  back  tham  up. 

Now  that  whooping  cough  protection  is  offered  to  very  young  babies,  it  is  to  be 
hoped  that  Parents  will  avail  themselves  of  the  opportimity  now  given  to  get  all 
immunisation  carried  out  while  the  child  is  very  young  i,e,,  in  time  for  even  booster 
doses  to  be  given  before  the  child  starts  school. 


JEAN  MUEMI. 

M.B.,  Gh.B.,  D.P.H, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health, 


AJ'jMJAL  REPCKT  of  TKE  PUjSIIC  HEAIICH  IIEFEGTOR 


im  THE  lEAR.  1957. 


To  the  Chairman  S:  Members  of  the  Bradford  on  Avon  Ui’han  District  Go\incil, 
iViR.  CliAniiiAJM,  LADIiS  & GEM'LElvibN, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1957* 

One  of  the  early  features  of  the  year  under  review  v/as  undoubtedly  the 
staging  of  the  Clean  Food  Exhibition,  I feel  that  as  the  Coimcil  of  a small 
Urbaoi  District  v/e  may  take  pride  in  our  efforts  to  further  the  ceai^^aign  for  Clean 
Pood  and  I am  most  grateful  to  everyone  who  so  readily  gave  theif*  services  and 
support  on  the  organisation  of  the  Exhibition, 

The  Council  will  also  be  aware  of  the  litigation  regarding  sewerage 
problems  which  continued  tiiroughout  the  year.  The  anomolies  of  Section  37  of  the 
Public  Health  Act  have  been  referred  to  in  a previous  Report  and  can  only  be 
re-stressed  in  the  hope  that  other  Local  Authorities  will  not  be  placed  in  a 
similar  position  to  this  Council,  Amendment  of  the  Act  is  now  surely  essential 
and  some  advisory  directive  from  the  Ivinister  on  the  true  extent  of  the  in^^osed 
duties  under  Section  1if  wo);fLd  I feel  be  relevant  - if  only  to  bring  into  true 
perspective  the  ’quotations'  from  the  1934  Report  of  the  ilinister  of  Health, 

I would  like  to  take  this  opportunity  of  expressing  to  the  Chairman  and 
Members  of  the  Courxcil,  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  the  Clerk  of  the  Council 
eind  the  Engineer  & Surveyor,  my  thanks  for  their  support  and  assistance  in  carrying 
out  my  duties  during  the  year, 

I am,  Mr,  Chairman,  Ladies  & Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

D.G.  IvIASLIHG. 

Public  Health  Inspector, 

SANITARY  GQHDITIODB  OF  THE  AREA, 


bATER  SUPPLY. 

W—T  - Ti  I W I ■ ■ I ■-!»■■■  ■ ■ 

(a)  General. 

The  ins tallati oils  for  the  supply,  treatments  ajid  distribution  of  water 
remained  as  in  previous  years  i.e.,  puraping  from  tv/o  v/ells  in  the  Avoncliffe 
area  to  slow  sand  filters  and  service  reservoirs  in  the  Winsley  Road  area. 
Chlorination  is  carried  out  by  injectors  installed  at  the  punning  stations, 

Ho  major  alterations  v/ere  made  to  these  arrangements  during  the  year, 

A connection  was  made  however,  to  the  Bradford  & Mellcsham  R.D.C.,  at  the  Leigh 
Road  boundary  in  order  that  in  the  event  of  an  emergency  or  shoi-ta'^e,  ’,.ater  could 
be  r*aae  available  from  tiiis  source. 

It  -.a-s  not  fornd  necessrii^'  to  impose  any  restrictions  on  use  of  water  during 
the  year.  A.  trial  borehole  was  made  on  a site  selected  by  water  diviners  . in  the 
jivonclitfe  turea.  The  intention  v/as  to  augment  the  source  at  the  main  station, 
but  despite  the  bore  being  taken  v^rell  below  the  estimated  depth  of  the  new  under- 
grooond  source  no  v/ater  was  forthcoming  and  the  project  was  abandoned, 

Ho  houses  having  private  supplies  v/ere  connected  to  the  mains  during 
the  year. 

The  Annual  consumption  of  v/ater  for  the  year  v/as  81,000,000  gallons, 

(b)  Examination  of  water  supplies, 

(Hy”  Wells  , 

No.  of  saraples  taken  for:- 


i)  bacteriological  exajaiination  4. 

ii)  chemical  analysis  ..., 2. 
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Bacteriological  exmvdnation  revealed  that  the  older  of  the  tvv'O  wells  v/as 
polluted  both  with  faecal  and  non-faecal  coliform  organisms  which  is  to  be 
anticipated  having  regard  to  the  nature  of  the  topography  of  the  source.  This 
soxirce  yields  approximately  one  fifth  of  the  annual  consumption. 

The  nev/er  of  the  two  v;ells,  yielding  the  majority  of  the  consumption,  was 
san^^led  on  two  occasions,  in  both  canes  after  Chlorination,  and  the  water  showed 
no  evidence  of  B.  coli  pollution. 


Chemical  analyses  were  obtained  for  water  from  both  v/ells  and  the 
analytical  returns  are  reprodxised  hereunder 


In  Farts  per  rrdllion. 


Main  Stadjffl* 


Sub-Station, 


T'ree  and  Saline  ammonia. 
Albuminoid  ammonia. 

Chlorine  (as  Chlorides) 

(eqxd valent  to  Sodiuii  chloride). 
Oxygen  absorbed  (4  hours), 

Nitite, 

Nitrogen  in  nitrate  and  nitrite. 
Total  solids. 

Loss  on  ignition. 

Appearance  on  ignition. 

Hardness : Temporary, 

Permnent, 

Total. 

Lead  & copper. 

Fluorine, 

pH, 


0,01 

0,04 


22,5 

37 

Absent, 

3.4 

430 

10 

Slight  charring, 
224 

299 

Absent, 

Not  examined, 

7.2 


0.24 

0.024 

142.5 

233 

Absent, 

1.7 

733 

33 

Darkens  slightly. 

273 

Absent, 

0.6 

7.2 


These  figures  show  no  sigrdficant  changes  on  the  returns  for  saji5)les 
submitted  in  1933  sind  193^,  although  in  the  case  of  the  Sub-Station  figures 
for  total  solids  have  increased. 

The  fluorine  content,  deterid.ned  only  in  respect  of  water  from  the 
Sub-station,  is  high  in  comparison  vdth  other  waters  in  the  area,  but  this 
is  to  some  extent  to  be  expected  in  view  of  the  very  Irngh  chloride  content, 

(■b)  Towns  Mains, 

Six  samples  taken  froxu  various  points  on  the  distribution  system 
all  shov/ed  no  evidence  of  pollution,  A free  chlorine  content  of  0,1 
parts  per  million  is  maintained  in  the  v/ater  during  distribution. 
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BACTEEIIOLOGIOAL  EXMVjIII/iTIQN  OF  V.ATER, 


1957. 


1 .1  ^ 

Source  sampled. 

Date, 

Probable  number  of  coliform 

Probable  nimiber  1 

bacilli  MacConkey  2 days 

faecal  coli  per 

1 

! 

_ 

37°0/per  100  TEL. 

100  i/EL, 

' iiains 

supply. 

r 

24.^. 57 

Less 

than  1 , 

Nil, 

tf 

21.6.57 

" 

tl  It 

« 

It 

1 t! 

" 

30.7.57 

ifi 

II  II 

! n 

II 

27.11.57 

" 

II  It 

j II 

II 

27.11.57 

II 

II  II 

II 

II 

1 

i 

II 

27.11.57 

n 

II  11 

•* 

1 — 1 

rH 

0) 

(iviain  station) 

. 24.4.57 

Less 

than  1 . 

Nil. 

‘ !l 

t 

t 

II  II 

18.6.57 

More 

than  1 60 

3 (0,3-8). 

1 Rell 

(Sub-Station), 

24.4.57 

Less 

than  1 , 

Nil. 

* II 

1 

1 

II  II 

18.6.37 

II 

II  II 

It 

! Svlnaning  Pool  (U.D.C).,  , __ 

! 2^.4-. 5/ 

Less 

than  1 . 

Nil. 

i '' 

'' 

21.6.37 

" 

II  II 

tl 

1 

It 

7.8.57 

More 

than  160, 

93  (27-217) 

II 

16.8.37 

Less 

tlian  1 , 

Nil, 

! »' 

II 

16.8.37 

II 

11  It  ; II 

REUjUSB  COLLABTION  AI^  DISPOSAL. 


The  VTCtkly  kerhside  collection  of  house  and  trade  refuse  was  maintained 
t]riroughout  the  year  using  one  11  cubic  yard  side  loading  vehicle  with  a Driver 
ajad  tv/o  loaders.  Additional  assistance  is  provided  for  the  Tory  and  kliddle  Rank 
areo.s,  wrhere  due  to  vehicular  inaccessibility,  it  is  necessary  to  bring  the  refuse 
to  the  roadside  for  loading. 

Disposal  of  refuse  continued  to  be  on  the  low  lying  land  on  thesouth  bank 
of  the  River  Avon  in  the  Avonfield  area.  The  depth  of  fill  on  this  sloping  site 
varies  from  4 ft  to  12  ft  so  that  strict  observance  of  controlled  tipping 
conditions  as  to  depth  cannot  be  maintained.  Despite  this  and  the  inconsistency 
of  the  supioly  of  covering  material,  the  tip  was  kept  in  excellent  condition  by  the 
efforts  of  the  attendant,  who  did  so  without  the  assistance  of  any  form  of 
mechanical  handling  plant. 

The  amount  of  land  owned  on  the  present  site  can  only  afford  approximately 
a further  two  or  three  years  tipping,  and  negotiations  arc  in  progress  for  the 
acquisition  of  further  land. 

It  is  estimated  that  some  3>500  tons  of  refuse  vtrere  disposed  of  during  the 
year  at  this  site.  The  proposed  extension  of  the  tip  will  afford  approximately 
8 year's  tipping  space  at  the  end  of  which  time  it  is  very  probable  that  an 
alternative  site  will  be  required,  Duilng  the  year  a survey  was  made  to  endeavour 
to  find  a suitable  site  affording  a reasonable  number  of  years  tipping,  but  no  such 
site  is  readily  available  in  the  district.  Alternative  disposal  methods  were 
explored  but  costs  w.-ere  found  to  be  proliibitive.  It  may  w/ell  be  that  the  solution 
to  this  problem,  v/hich  obviously  affects  other  authorities  in  the  area,  is  a joint 
scheme  of  disposal  preferably  employing  one  of  the  n&wer  methods  of  conposting 
a valuable  fertiliser  product. 


-8- 


11  tons  5 hundredweights  of  haled  v/aste  paper  were  despatched  to  the 
Board  Ivlills  during  the  year.  It  was  pleasing  to  note  during  the  cource  of  the 
year  the  easing  of  restrictions  and  stabilisation  of  prices  in  the  waste  paper 
market • 


ShWvGE  DISPOSAL. 

I again  regret  to  report  no  major  changes  or  in5)rovements  to  the  Sev/age 
Disposal  Works  during  the  year.  The  analytical  returns,  reproduced  below, 
of  the  effluent  from  the  Vvorks,  show  a marked  deterioration  and  they  bear  little 
resemblance  to  what  is  req\aired  by  present  day  standards.  It  is  inciambent  upon 
us  to  dr-aw  the  Council’s  attention  to  the  need  for  urgent  consideration  of  the 
sewage  disposal  arrangements  in  the  hope  that  a reconstruction  scheme  for  the 
V.orks  will  not  lag  behind  housing  development  but  proaeed  in  step  vidth  such 
development, 

EFPLUEhT  RirORT. 

Prom  Bradford  on  Avon  Sewage  uorlcs.  Taken  by  D.E.  Tucker  on  Thursday 

13th  June,  1957  ut  3»50  p.m.  Dry  weather;  Ivlid  week  flov/  approx,  100,00  g.p.d. 


Dirty  grey-brown  tirrbid  solution  with  large  amount 
fine  suspended  material  and  large  amount  black  sediment. 
Sewage  smell. 


Reaction;  pH  7»5 

Farts  per  million. 


Ammonia  (As  N) 

Free,  45 

jilbixninoid,  4*. 

Chlorine  (as  chlorides)  187® 5 

equivalent  to  Sodium  Chloride  309 

Oxygen  absorbed  (4  hours)  48 

Nitrite  No  reaction. 

Nitrate  1,3 


Dissolved  solids 
Suspended  solids 

Total. 

"Ir.^urity"figure,  49 

Dissolved  oxygen  obsorbed  after  3 days  incubation  (B.O.D)  162 


1200 

„ §3 
1283 


No  blackening.  Smell  becomes  putrid. 


PUBLIC  BATBS, 

The  Public  Baths  incorp>orate  an  indoor  swimming  pool  and  3 slipper  baths. 

Tiro  svdmming  pool  which  is  open  from  April  to  September,  is  used  by  some 
16  schools  from  Bradford  on  Avon  and  the  surrounding  districts. 

Plant  for  treatment  of  the  water  incorporates  a pressure  sand  filter, 
aeration  and  continuous  chlorination  appeiratus,  A free  chlorine  content  of 
between  0,2  and  0.5  parts  per  million  is  maintained  in  the  virater. 

Five  sajj:ples  of  the  water  from  the  SYrirardng  pool  were  submitted  for 
bacteriological,  examination.  Pour  of  these  samples  produce  satisfactory  results 
but  the  fifth  shov/ed  evidence  of  gross  pollution  vidth  faecal  and  non-faecal 
conforms.  This  saruple  was  taken  at  a time  when  the  chlorination  apparatus  was 
out  of  action  for  repair  and  the  result  drew  attention  to  the  insufficiency  of 
the  alternative  methods  \ased.  Subsequent  follow-up  samples  were  found  to  be 
satisfactory,  in  all  respects. 
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HOUSING  STATISTICS  FOR  TtiE  TEliR  1957. 


A,  houses  Demolished, 


Houses  Displaced  during  year 

Deraolished,  Persons,  Families 


In  Clear;uice  areas. 

(Hoiising  Act  1 957  ) • 

) Houses  unfit  for  himian  habitation.  1 ^6  17 

(2)  Houses  included  by  reason  of 

bad  arrangement.  - - - 

(3)  Houses  on  land  acquired  under 

Sec.  43/2.  - “ - 

Not  in  Cleareuice  areas. 

147  As  a result  of  fornml  or  informal 

procedure  under  Sec  17(l)«-  “ “ 

B.  Unfit  houses  closed,, 

(5)  Under  Sec.  16(4)  17(l)  & 35(l).  9 8 2 

l6)  Under  Sec  17(3)  26.  - - - 

(7)  Parts  of  biu.ldings  closed  under 

Sec.  18.  - - 

C,  Unfit  hoiases  made  fit  and  houses  in  v/hich  defects  were  remedied. 

By  owner.  By  Local 

Authority 


(8^  After  informal  action, 

(9)  ^ter  Formal  action  (a)  Public  Health  Acts. 

(b)  Sec.  9 & 16  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1957* 

(10)  Under  Sec  5 Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act 


1954. 


14 

1 

1 


D.  Unfit  houses  in  temporary  lose. 


Nil. 

E.  Purchase  of  houses  by  Agreement. 

Nil. 


F,  Inspection  of  Dwelling  Houses. 

ToteJ.  number  of  dv/elling  houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects. 

No.  of  inspection  made  for  this  purpose, 

G,  Provision  of  new  houses. 

No.  of  nev/  permanent  dwellings  erected  by  the 

Council  during  1957* 


No. 

39 

58 


19 


No,  of  nev/  peimianent  dwellinga  erected  by  private 

enterprise,  19 

Total  accoinimodation  provided  by  the  Council  since  the  war,  is  now: 

liev/  permanent  dwellings.  26l 

Prefabricated  houses,  30 

Hats . 13 

No,  of  new  permanent  dv/ellings  erected  by 

private  enterp)rise  since  the  war,  86 


H,  /^.pplications  for  housing;  accon'ariodation. 

No.  of  applications  on  Council's  Hoiosing  List  as  at  31  • 12. 57 • 1 08, 
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5 

5 


Ko.  of  applications  for  improvenfcnt  Grants  londer 

tho  Hoiosing  Act,  1949. 

No.  of  such  applications  approved. 


J,  Other  Sanitary  Notices, 

(a)  Sec,  93  Public  Health  Act  193^,  Notices  served,  17 

No,  abated  at 

31.12.57.  2 

(b)  Sec.  45  Public  Health  Act  1936.  Notices  served.  1 

No,  abated,  1 

The  15  Notices  mider  Sec,  93  remaining  -unabated  at  the  end  of  the  year 
were  all  in  respect  of  a sev/age  nuisance  from  a private  estate.  The  notices 

v/ere  acted  upon  during  1958  ^ind.  the  proceedings  in  connection  vd.th  these  Notices, 

will  be  referred  to  in  the  Report  for  that  year. 

IHAK  AND  DAIRIES  ADMINISTRATION. 


Niimber  of  Registered  Dairies, 


4 


Number  of  Licences  issued  authorising  use  of  SpeciaQ.  Designations 
Tuberculin  Tested  (Dealers)  ,,.  5 

Pastuerised  (Dealers)  ...  ,,,  5 

Tuberculin  Tested  (Supplementary),  ,.,  3 

Pastuerised  (Supplementary,  ,,,  ,,,  3 


iNfumber  of  Registered  Distributors,  ,,,  ...  9 

All  the  above  Ldcencees  sell  only  TT  (Peistuerised)  or  Pastuerised  l/hlk. 


SiRiPLING  OF  IvULIi. 

Fifty  six  saiiiples  of  milk  v/ere  submitted  to  the  Pubjic  Health  Laboratory 
at  the  ivianor  Hospital,  Bath,  Results  v/ere  as  follows 

(a)  Statutory  Exai-aination  of  Designated  Mlks, 


No.  of  samples.  Conformed  Did  not 
to  standard. conform. 


Tuberculin  Tested  (raw). 

19 

9 

10 

" " (Pastuerised), 

17 

16 

1 

Pastuerised, 

20 

20 

Nil. 

(b)  Biological  Exaaiination, 

Tuberculin  Tested  (Raw). 

3 

3 Negative  to  Tuberciilosis 
and  Brucillosis, 

Prom  the  above  saiple  reports,  the  high 

incidence 

of  failure  in 

TT  Raw 

milk  is  regrettably  obvious,  8 of  the  samples  failing  were  from  the  same 
distributor,  a supplementary  licencee  of  the  Council,  In  all  cases  the  failures 


v/ere  referred  to  the  Authority  issuing  the  Principal  licence  and  joint  representations 
v/ere  made  to  the  Imnistry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food  by  both  Councils  in 
respect  of  the  farm  supplying  the  Distributor,  Ultimately  the  distributor  ceased 
to  bottle  the  raw  TT  milk  and  novv  takes  a pastuerised  supply  ready  bottled.  The 
ranaining  tv/o  samples  were  again  from  a distributor  supplementary  licenced  who 
normally  retails  pastuerised  milk,  but  who,  temporarily  retailed  raw  TT  milk  on 
the  occasion  of  a plant  breakdovm.  Failures  from  this  source  have  not  reciorred. 

In  connection  not  only  vd.th  the  examination  of  milk  samples,  but  also  v/ater 
and  ice  cream,  the  Council  have  again  been  privileged  to  receive  the  advice,  and 
co-operation  of  Dr,  P,  Ilann  and  his  staff  at  the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  I'lanor 
Hospital,  Bath, 
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ICE  CRmi 


Nur.iber  of  premises  registered  for  storage  aiid  saJ.e  of  ice  cream  17 
Nuiuber  of  visits  to  premises  registered  voider  Section  16  of  the 

Foods  and  Drugs  Act,  1 955  20 

All  premises  are  concerned  in  the  storage  and  sale  of  ice  cream  only,  there 
being  no  icecream  manufacturers  in  the  district. 


22  sai.'^les  of  icc  cream  v/ere  submitted  to  the  Public  health  Laboratory, 
results  being  as  follows 


Provisional  grade  I,, 

II. 

Ill 

IV, 

1 No,  Iced  lollipop,. 


14 

3 

4 

Nil. 

No  conforms  isolated, 


Three  of  the  Grade  III  samples  v/ere  from  the  same  source,  a manufacturer 
in  a nearby  County  Borough,  The  incidence  of  these  sariples  vras  reported  to 
this  Authority  fo  remedial  action. 


OTIilk.  ICQD  iiND  FOOD  IHGIENE, 


Types  of  Food  prei.iis  es : - 


General  Grocery ,.18 

Butchers 5 

Cafes  and  Restaurants  2 

Fislimongers/Fuiterers 3 

Fish  Friers 1 

BaJcers/Confecti  oners  5 


J8 

Hotels  and  Inns  ,,,.  "iT” 

As  mentioned  earlier,  the  year  has  been  significant  in  that  the  Council 
stages  a Clean  Food  Exhibition  during  the  period  6th-9th  IVIarch,  As  far  as  is 
known  this  v/as  the  first  time  such  an  event  had  been  held  in  Bradford  on  Avon, 

The  main  aim  of  tlie  exiiibition  was  to  draw  the  attention  of  food  handlers 
and  the  general  public  to  the  in^ortance  of  hygiene  in  the  handling,  preparation 
and  storage  of  food.  It  is  estimated  that  upwards  of  1,200  peiople  visited  the 
Exhibition  and  special  organised  visits  of  children  from  all  the  local  schools 
were  arranged, . Films  loaned  by  the  Innstry  of  Health,  the  Gas  Board  and  various 
other  bodies  v/ere  shovm  at  regular  intervals  tlriroughout  the  day  and  evening, 

Therv.  is  little  doubt  that  the  Exhibition  achieved  its  aim  and  this  could 
not  possibly  have  been  acMeved  vH-thout  the  material  assistance  and  co-operation 
so  readily  and  ably  given  by  the  A'Hnistry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food,  the 
Ivhnistry  of  Health,  the  South  Vvestern  Gas  Board,  Southern  Electricity  Board,  the 
Bradford  on  Avon  Women’s  institute  and  many  others.  In  this  respect  I v/ould 
like  to  take  this  opportunity  of  mentioning  the  invaluable  and  untiring  assistance 
given  to  me  by  Covincillor  Andrews,  It  was  largely  due  to  Councillor  Andrews 
smd  the  Committee  of  voluntary  helpers,  that  it  was  possible  to  stage  such  a 
successful  exhibition  at  so  little  cost  (under  £30), 

No,  of  premises  registered  under  Section  l6  of  the  I^oods  and  Drugs  Act,  1955  ~ 


for  preparation  of  sausages  etc 2 

No,  of  visits  to  such  premises ,...,. ,,, ,,,,,  6 


Condemnation  of  Unsound  food. 


During  the  year  the  follovHng  foodstuffs  were  examined  and  found  to  be  un- 
fit for  human  consumption: - 

l6  tins  of  in^jorted  cooked  meats, 

23  tins  of  fiaiit  and  assorted  foods, 

14  lbs  of  imported  frozen  liver. 

3 stones  of  cured  fish  fillets, 

56  lbs  prawns. 
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^'vherfc  possible  misoiind  food  is  biirnod  but  "where  this  is  not  possible 
disposal  is  by  burial  at  the  Refuse  tip. 


IREVEICTION  OF  DiAi^GR  BY  FISTS  ACT.  1949. 

The  table  below  is  an  ajaended  extract  of  the  retui'n  subniitced  to  the 
Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Pood, 


No.  of  preirdses. 


Type  of  jjroperty,  | 

* — r 

Inspected,  J 

Treated, 

1 

! 

Local  authority,  j 

12 

Rats 

. - 

3 

, j i/dee, 

• 

1 

Dwelling  houses,  i 

190 

60 

! 2if 

Business  premises.  i 

165 

6 

! 2 

Agricultural  premises,  [ 

23 

- 

i “ 

The  Inxjortance  of  Rodent  control  and  the  pronipt  notification  of  coniplaints 
etc.,  was  stressed  as  a feature  at  the  Council's  Glean  Food  Exhibition, • Talks 
by  the  Divisional  Rodent  Officer  and  his  Inspectors  to  members  of  the  public 
at  the  E^diibition  have  undoubtedly  resulted  in  a different  ap^^roach  towards  the 
subject  by  the  general  public  vdio  now  come  forv/ard  more  readily  vidth  notification 
of  coniplaints  etc. 

During  the  year  3VIr,  Boddy,  the  Rodent  Operator,  left  the  employ  of  the 
Council  and  his  position  vi/as  taken  over  by  tir,  Gardiner, 


ATM06PI1ERIG  POLLUTION. 

Tv/o  smoke  observations  were  undertaken  during  the  year.  During  the  hours  of 
daylight  the  amount  of  pollution  from  industrial  sources  in  Bradford  on  nvon  is 
negligible.  It  v/as  however,  mecessary  to  draw  the  attention  of  one  Company  to 
excessive  emnisions  which  were  ocurring  during  the  hours  of  darkness.  On  one 
occasion  during  the  dusk  hours  tiis  would  have  been  a statutory  nuisance  had  not 
the  darkerd.ng  sky  ruled  out  the  evidence  obtained  by  observation.  The  Company 
did  undertake  in  -writing  to  cease  this  practice.  One  would,  however,  welcome 
for  instances  such  as  tliese, compulsory  boiler  instrumentation,  since  smoke  by 
night  is  none  the  less  harmful  than  smoke  by  day. 

As  regards  smoke  from  domestic  sources,  the  Coucil  has  made  some 
contribution  in  installing  smokless  fuel  burning  apliances  in  all  its  newr  Council 
houses. 


In  a tovm  built  of  stone  as  is  Bradford  on  Avon,  the  ravages  of  atmospheric 
pollution  are  only  too  evident  and  it  is  to  bo  hoped  that  in  due  course  the  Council 
may  be  able  to  see  its  way  clear  to  take  some  definite  steps  i,e,,  smoke  control 
areas,  to  endeavour  to  combat  this  menace. 


PET 


Onw  licence  to  kc^p  a pet  shop  was  renev/ed  during  1957,  "the  conditions 
attacliing  thereto  being  the  licensing  conditions  as  recorunended  by  the  R.S.P.C.A,, 
and  the  Association  of  i,junicipoJ.  Corporations. 
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Factories  lam  t;cEESHOPS> 

1 • IRSEECTIOI'B  for  the  purpose  of  provisions  as  to  the  health  (including  inspections 
by  the  Public  Health  Inspector), 


Pr  eniis  es  , 

(1) 

¥i/c 

Line 

X'iOz 

Nurrber 

on 

Register, 

(3) 

Number 

Inspections, 

Df:-  _ 
written 
notices. 
(5) 

occupiers 

nroeecuted 

(6) 

Wo 

Line 

•No. 

(7) 

i.  Factories  in  vdiich  Sections  1, 
2,3,h-  and  6 are  to  be 
enforced  by  local  authorities. 

3 

- 

- 

1 

ii. Factories  not  included  in  (i) 
in  viiich  section  7 is  enforc- 
ed by  the  local  authority. 

2 

22 

22 

1 

- 

2 

iiL, Other  premises  in  lAdiich  Section 

7 is  enforced  by  the  Local 
authority  (excluding  out-workera' 
preinises)  • 

3 

I 

4 

3 

- 

3 

i 

TOTAL  i 

1 

29 

31 

[ 

— 

! 1 

I 

2,  Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found. 


Number  of 

cases  in  which  defects 

;/ere  found. 

No  of  cases 

Particulars • 

(1) 

Wo 

line 

No. 

(2) 

Found, 

(3) 

Remedied, 

(4) 

Rofe: 

To  H.M. 

(3) 

rred:- 

To  H.M. 

X]!l3^0Ci^O!ir  • 
(6) 

in  Y/hich  pro- 
sections Y\re2E 
instituted, 

(7) 

-l:]/o 

Line 

No, 

(8) 

bant  of  cleanliness. 

4 

Mi 

4 

(S.1). 

OvercroT/ding  (S2). 

3 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

5 

Unreasonable  tempera- 
ture (S,3). 

6 

6 

Inadequate  ventila- 
tion (S.4). 

7 

7 

Ineffective  drainage 

of  floors  (S.6) 

8 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

8 

Sanitary  conveniences  (3.7). 
(a)  insufficient,  : 9 

9 

(b)  unsuitable  or 
defective. 

10. 

1 

•• 

10 

(c)  not  separate 

11 

for  sexes. 

11. 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Other  offences  against 

the  Act  (not  including. 

offences  relating  to 

outv/ork) . 

12. 

- Mi 

— 

— 

12 

TOTAL, 

1 

1 

OUTvVORK 


(Sectioiis  110  J-Jid  111). 


t 

¥i/c 

line 

Section  110 

Section 

111 

li/c 

line 

Nature 

No . of 

No,  of 

i No  of 

No , of  : 

* of 

No. 

outworkers 

cases  of 
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Public  Health  Act,  1936  - iJuisances 
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(b)  Proia  iiniiuals  ...  ... 

(c)  Prom  i.iov cable  dwellings 

(d)  Pror.i  Noxious  Odours 

Factories  Act,  1937 

Infectious  diseases.  ...  ... 
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Housing  applications 

Council  houses,  
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Pet  Animals  Act.  
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DOUGLAS  G.  H/iSLIIC, 
idiblic  Health  Inspector. 
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